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For a New Joyo...
Toshiharu Okuda, Mayor of Joyo

Celebrating the 45th anniversary of Joyo’s establishment
as a municipality

Our home, situated halfway between Kyoto and Nara, is a
city painted in romanticism from ancient times and
blessed with abundant nature. Following our
establishment as a municipality in May of 1972, we have
been working on improving our city’s infrastructure and
have endeavored to become a pleasant residential city.

There are a number of problems currently facing our city,
among them the aging population, declining birthrates,
and climate change. In addition to the construction of the
Shin-Meishin Expressway, the expansion of the JR Nara
Line, and plans for a new outlet mall in the eastern hills of
Joyo, we are rapidly moving toward a large transition
period for our city and are anticipating many significant
changes in the next five years.

Our vision for Joyo is a city overflowing with hope. We are
making strides toward the future and in creating a New
Joyo: “Joyo City, A Green City Connecting People to the
Past and Future”, where citizens shine.

| hope you have some idea of our city’s rich culture, as
well as our future plans for the city’s continued innovation
after viewing this city guide.

November 2017
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Joyo City is located in the center of the
Yamashiro Basin and is well-known
for being roughly halfway between
Kyoto and Nara. It has many
topographical features, including the
Kizugawa River in the west and
rolling hills in the east as well as a
pleasant and mild climate. The name
“Joyo” (3#%) is a combination of two
Chinese characters. The first, “3",
meaning castle, is borrowed from the
name of the region, Yamashiro (LLi¥).
The second, “f3", means “the
direction facing the sun”. It also
means prosperity and good fortune.
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Our History

A Town of Dreams, Romance, and
Ancient Tombs

Situated halfway between the two
ancient capitals of Kyoto and Nara,
Joyo is a city of romance surrounded
by culture-rich ruins that enjoys a
prime location for transportation and
commerce.
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Our Agriculture
Blessings of Soil and Water

Joyo is blessed with a temperate
climate, fertile land, and an abundance
of high-quality groundwater that
together enrich our many agricultural
commodities year-round.
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Our Industry and Commerce

Proficiency and Challenge for the
Future

Joyo’s industries have a charming
fusion of old traditions and new
technologies that are continually
propelling local commerce forward.
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A Town Bustling with Culture and Sports

Popular Leisure Spots within Joyo
In Joyo, there are many sports and
TARICIZ EBFTERLDBXLHE cultural facilities for both children and
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Safety and Security in Our City Qe JOYO%]
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Strolling Through Joyo ZQH
Today’s a day off! EL Fed.
Going out with family ~ 7F&53% ¢ U=
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Spring in Joyo
A Spring Bathed in Ume (Japanese Plum)

The sweet aroma of ume blossoms in full
bloom foretells the coming of spring to
Joyo.
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Summer in Joyo
An Unforgettable Summer

An abundance of greenery and the serene
satoyama alongside the city makes summer
in our city an unforgettable experience.
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Autumn in Joyo
Tasting the Best of Autumn

Autumn in our city is a season of sports,
appetite, and history. There are a number of
different ways to enjoy autumn here.
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Winter in Joyo
Feeling the Warmth of Winter

Winter is a time for enjoying our annual
holiday lighting event, Twinkle Joyo, or
experiencing preparations for delicious
winter sake in the southern Yamashiro
region of the city. Whether in the
picturesque mountains of Yamashiro or
in the heart of Joyo City, the warm
embrace of good cheer can be felt
throughout the cold winter.
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City Council

The City Council is comprised of 20
members elected by the citizens of Joyo.

They engage in enthusiastic discussions
for the lively and vibrant development of
the city.
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Towards the Future...
Making Use of the Shin-Meishin Expressway
A Vital Project for “New Joyo”

Due to Joyo’s prime location between the two major cities of Kyoto and
Nara, the completion of the Shin-Meishin Expressway will put our city
at the forefront of regional transportation when it opens in 2023. We are
focusing on making the most of this impact for our city.
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