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Joyo City is located in the center of the
Yamashiro Basin and is well-known
for being roughly halfway between
Kyoto and Nara. It has many
topographical features, including the
Kizugawa River in the west and
rolling hills in the east as well as a
pleasant and mild climate. The name
“Joyo” (3#%) is a combination of two
Chinese characters. The first, “3",
meaning castle, is borrowed from the
name of the region, Yamashiro (LLi¥).
The second, “f3", means “the
direction facing the sun”. It also
means prosperity and good fortune.
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